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GENERAL COUNSEL

The Office of the General Counsel is responsible for providing sound, effective, and timely legal
advice and representation to the State Board of Education, the Commissioner of Education, and all
units within the Department of Education. The office also fosters cooperation and collaboration
with counsel for the sixty-seven school districts, as well as counsel for charter schools, state
colleges, and the education law bar in general. The General Counsel is available for consultation at
all State Board of Education meetings and is available at the call of the Education Commissioner
and board members for research and advice. Areas for which the General Counsel is called upon
routinely include statutory interpretation, public records, open meetings, ethics, rulemaking
procedures, legislative procedures, personnel, procurement and the management of all agency
litigation. The office takes a hands-on role to assist the Department in meeting the complex federal
requirements that must be met to secure and maintain federal education funding. These include
the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), and
the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).
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W. David Chappell, General Counsel
Florida Department of Education
1544 Turlington Building

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400
Phone: 850-245-0442 G

Fax: 850-245-9379

E-mail: David.Chappell@fldoe.org

Tria Parsons, Executive Assistant/Office Manager
Phone: 850-245-0442

Fax: 850-245-9379

E-mail: Tria.Parsons1@fldoe.org
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Educational Programs Unit
Phone: 850-245-0442

The Educational Programs Unit is charged with the responsibility of providing general legal
assistance to all program units of the Department, from pre-kindergarten to college, in order to
ensure that agency action complies with the state’s Education Code, the Florida Constitution, and
the many federal laws and grants. The unit assists with implementing the state’s educational
initiatives such as differentiated accountability, drop-out prevention, and various choice options,
including virtual programs, charter schools and private schools that accept students with McKay
scholarships. Educational Programs provides assistance in developing and reviewing policies,
rules, and technical assistance papers, conducts hearings and appeals, handles litigation, and
responds to complaints filed with the federal Office of Civil Rights. The unit coordinates the
preparation of legislative bill analyses and legal review of proposed legislation, and provides
training in the area of agency rulemaking.
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Jamie Braun
Assistant General Counsel
Jamie.Braun@fldoe.org
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